
All files are in the includes/ directory unless otherwise noted 

  index.php 

application_top.php 

opens all the classes and 
functions of the store 

functions/ 
functions_general.php 

defines general functions used 
application-wide 

functions/ 
functions_prices.php 

how to display all prices 

 

   

modules/ 
pages/{page_name}/ 

header.php 

gets the SQL query details for 
what page you are at. 

modules/ 
require_languages.php

gets language setting files 

 

local/ 
configure.php 

Sets the local configuration 
parameters - mainly for 

developers if file_exists, include

configure.php 

sets server parameters if 
file_exists 

/extra_configures/ 
{any} 

sets any extra confiruations 

 
functions/ 

functions_gvcoupons.php

how to handle coupons 

 

   

templates/ 
template_default/common/ 

html_header.php 

write the <head> part of the 
HTML, writes/loads any 

JavaScript 

modules/ 
meta_tags.php 

Gets different meta tag values 
depending on what main_page 

you're are at 

 
filenames.php 

defines the file names used in 
the store 

database_tables.php 

defines the database table 
names used in store 

functions/ 
compatibility.php 

list of compatibility issues 

 
functions/ 

functions_categories.php

generates path to categories, sub-
categories, and returns numer of 

products in 

 

   

templates/ 
template_default/common/ 
main_template_vars.php 

Checks what page you're at,  
adds tpl_ then directs you to 
templates/template_default/ 

templates OR opens 
modules/pages/{page 

name}/main_template_vars.php 
(if exists) 

multiple, check 
modules/pages directory 

for proper page. OR 
templates/tpl_{page}  

in current template 
directory 

controls main center layout 
and html of page 

 

modules/ 
extra_datafiles.php 

the list of extra database tables 
and filenames if any 

in /extra_datafiles folder  

classes/ 
cache.php 

sets cache type from db (for 
install) 

classes/db/ (DB_TYPE)/ 
define_queries.php 

defines queries to db 

 
functions/ 

functions_customers.php

generates and returns formatted 
customer details, address, city, 

state, etc. 

 

   
modules/pages/ 

on_load_*.js 

loads javascript , if exists 

   version.php  

defines the project version  

classes/db/ 
(DB_TYPE)/ 

query_factory.php 

defines query actions in db 

functions/ 
gzip_compression.php

if gzip_compression is enabled 
start to buffer the output 

 
functions/ 

functions_taxes.php 

how to do the taxes 

 

  

 

application_bottom.php 

close session (store variables) 
action: zen_session_close(); 

  

  

modules/ 
categories_tabs.php 

sets tabs  

 

classes/ 
sniffer.php 

This class is used to collect 
information on the system that 
Zen Cart is running on * and to 

return error reports…. 
and sets up phpBB info/settings

functions/ 
html_output.php 

sets up how imgage ,fields, 
links, etc. tags are written out 

as HTML 

functions/ 
functions_email.php 

sets up functions for email, 
name addy, mail program, etc. 

 
functions/ 

functions_lookups.php 

gets product details plus country, 
shipping zone.. (for cart ?) 

 

   

templates/ 
template_default/common/ 

tpl_main_page.php 
sets up main_page layout with 

left,right, and center, gets 
modules. Define the template that 

will govern the overall page 
layout, can be done on a page by 

page basis or using a default 
template. This template also loads 
the page body code based on the 

variable $body_code. 

 

tpl_header.php 

sets up header HTML 

tpl_footer.php 

sets up footer HTML 

 
modules/ 

extra_functions.php 

looks for extra functions in 
functions/extra_functions folder

classes/ 
cache.php 

sets cache type from db (for 
store) 

classes/ 
shopping_cart.php 

sets up classes for how cart 
works 
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column_left.php 

if exists, instead of module 
directory file 

 

classes/ 
navigation_history.php

gets navigation history 

functions/ 
sessions.php 

sets session functions 

classes/ 
category_tree.php 

class to create category tree 
    

  
templates 

/template_default/common/ 
tpl_header.php 

runs through warning checks 

modules/ 
header.php 

ends up getting same above 
tpl_header anyway 

column_right.php 

if exists, instead of module 
directory file 

 
classes/ 

currencies.php 

class to handle currency format

classes/ 
mime.php 

handles mime encoding 

classes/ 
email.php 

class to assist in building 
mime-HTML eMails 

    

  
templates/ 

template_default/common/ 
tpl_box_default_left.php 

writes HTML to place each box 

modules/ 
column_left.php 

looks in db for left boxes being 
used 

  
classes/ 

language.php 

sets the language 

classes/ 
template_func.php 

funtion to control template 
switcher 

language/ 
(language).php 

all text to be up into store, in 
chosen laguage 

    

varies 
per 
box 
the 

individual 
boxes on 

left  

modules/sideboxes/ 
{box name} 

writes box contents 

 

 

 
modules/ 

extra_definitions.php 

checks and opens 
extra_definitions directory 

classes/ 
boxes.php 

sets handling of boxes and 
style (for .css) 

classes/ 
message_stack.php 

message stack for output 
messages in message box, 

including .gif icons 

    

  
templates/ 

template_default/common/ 
tpl_box_default_right.php 

writes HTML to place each box 

modules/ 
column_right.php 

looks in db for right boxes being 
used 

modules/ 
footer.php 

gets parse time and above 
tpl_footer 

 
functions/ 

whos_online.php 

gets "who's online" 

functions/ 
password_funcs.php 

This function validates a plain 
text password with an 
encrpyted password 

functions/ 
validations.php 

validates email address' 

    

varies 
per 
box  
the 

individual 
boxes on 

right  

modules/sideboxes/ 
{box name} 

writes box contents 

   

  
includes/ 

counter.php 

queries db for counter 

 
classes/ 

split_page_results.php

class to list number of products 
per page, number of columns, 

layout, etc. 

functions/ 
banner.php 

Sets the status of a banner 

functions/ 
specials.php 

Sets the status of a special 
product 

    

        
functions/ 

featured.php 

Sets the status of a featured 
product 

functions/ 
salemaker.php 

Sets the status of a 
salemaker sale 

classes/ 
breadcrumb.php 

sets up "breadcrumb trail" for 
which category you are 

viewing/at 
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